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masked ball, in the evening, she had him con-
ducted by one of her women into an obscure
apartment, and sufficiently distant from those
where the Court was held. In a little time the
conductress quitted him, and advised him to wait;
and the Grand-Duchess arrived in a black domino.
She removed her mask, took the youth by the
hand, led him to a sofa, and made him sit down
by her side. The Grand-Duchess then told him
this was the moment for him to choose between
the service of France and the service of Russia.
A certain time, however, was allowed him to come
to a decision. Coquetry and even caresses suc-
ceeded. Wavering, taken by surprise, distracted
between love and fear, the youth behaved with
excessive awkwardness at the beginning of the
interview. The Grand-Duchess, however, encou-
raged him, inspired him with audacity, and made
him every advance, till at length he vanquished
his timidity, and indeed became very daring.

To this scene of transports, adieus suddenly
succeeded, which partook as much of terror, and
of despotism, as of love. The Grand-Duchess
commanded the youth, in the most tender butvour of the novice appears somewhat            9ant;iny; that his trifling
